Lake Superior SFA Minutes 7-2-10

Present:  Board:  Alex Morbacher, Karola Dalen, Cree Bradley, Kelly Smith, Gene Dutkin, Barb Adams, John Fisher-Merritt, Suzanna Didier.  Others: Joel Rosen, Nicole Wilde.

Minutes:  M/S Barb/Cree to approve minutes of last meeting.  PNO.

Coordinator’s Report:  Written report discussed.  Fundraising/membership mailing went out.  Went over follow up calls.  Call sheets distributed.  HF/EF Comte next meeting 7/9, 9 am @ Bayfront.  Decided to serve beer at HF starting 2 pm.  Duluth Superior Community Foundation grant looks promising.  Building relationships with foundations for future grants.  Tristan the intern is doing the newsletter layout.  State and Chapter newsletter deadlines and delivery dates distributed.  Renewing the Countryside will be interviewing one of us on the radio, to air in the Twin Cities.

Land Stewardship Project:  Discussed email from Mark Schultz, LSP, on LSP LS-SFA cooperation.

Lake Superior Farm Beginnings:  Promotion posters for next course (in Ashland) distributed.  Discussed using poster hanging service.  $30 for 40 locations in Duluth.  Get posters to Electric Fetus Tuesday by 4 pm.  Discussed Maple Hill farm tour, Cree radio interview, FB promo poster hanging by students in Ashland.  Next steering comte meeting will be in Ashland.  Website is updated.  Ready to take student applications.  Peterson/Webster Endowment might be handled through Duluth Superior Community Foundation.  Curt Bush offered to pay the fee.  LS SFA is on the endowment contract.  Curt planning to do more fundraising.  Cree might apply for a Green Corps assistant.  Reporting will be required.

Midsummer Organic Food Fair:  Nicole & Alex will be tabling.  August 7, 9 – 2 pm.  

Greener Pastures Dairy Tour:  Coordinated by Dave Wiltsey, UME.  August 7.  Cree & Troy Salzer assisting.  Will be a FB & public session.

New Board Member Search:  Discussed.  Due to health issues, Loren Nelson can no longer serve on the board.

Chapter President Search:  Due to health issues, Loren Nelson can no longer serve as president.  M/S Gene/Barb to elect Suzanna as President through December.  PNO.

Farmers Take the Stove:  A planning meeting will be set.  Goal this year is to raise $2500.  Slow Foods will be consulted.

Farm Frolic:  Will be at Chelsea Morning Farm near Two Harbors.  Cree looking into having a farmers market there then.

Urban Farm Tour:  Marion S will set it up.  SFA will do the publicity.

Treasurer’s Report:  Written report discussed.  We’re halfway to our goal of $4500 in memberships, 2/3rds to our goal of $3000 in donations.  Tom Curran filed an income tax return extension for us.

State SFA:  Membership payments discussed.

Vision Comte:  Discussed 3 year strategic plan using notes from previous board retreats.  Joel offered to host a visioning comte meeting, perhaps with Paula Williams facilitating, to consider where we want to go and how to get there.  Kelly will draft an agenda.

Chapter Bylaws:  Decided to have executive comte review and offer changes annually just before the annual meeting.

LS SFA Farmer’s Market:  Discussed locations, shelter, grower/consumer survey, if there is enough farmers and produce available.

Insulada Verde:  A Slow Food event at Northern Harvest Farm 11 am Aug 14.  Farm tour, meal, big issue discussion.

Duluth Urban Acres:  A planning grant awarded to Community Action Duluth, with LS SFA partnering.  $20k.  M/S Suzanna/Karola to accept the grant.  PNO.

Next Meeting:  August 20th, 7:30 @ the SWCD office.

Adjourned

